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SOUTHERN PORTS AUTHORITY 

362. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to today’s announcement that the chief executive officer of the Southern Ports Authority has resigned.  

(1) What action will the minister be taking to ensure a smooth transition in what has been a tumultuous time 
for Southern Ports Authority employees, particularly in Esperance and Albany? 

(2) What assurances can the minister provide that this change in leadership will not disrupt efforts to secure 
new clients in Esperance? 

(3) Given cultural issues in the Southern Ports Authority regarding bullying and harassment and the current 
WorkSafe inquiry, does the minister think it was appropriate to appoint an acting CEO from within the 
organisation? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  

(1)–(3) I will deal with the issue about new clients at Esperance port first.  

Mr R.S. Love: Hop off your phone and answer the question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, you are a great orator and so am I. I call you to order for the second time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: In relation to the discussions on the future of Esperance port and the trade through there, I can 
assure the member that this change will have no impact on the current negotiations that are being had across 
government, involving, of course, the Premier and the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, the Treasurer, the 
Minister for Mines and Petroleum and me. There is an across-government approach. I can assure the member that 
this change will not impact those discussions. 

In relation to a smooth transition, the board made the decision to appoint an acting CEO and I suspect the reason 
for that was to ensure a smooth transition. I am sure that everything will be done, from the board downwards, to 
ensure that all the issues raised are dealt with and that the port continues to focus on its employees and improving 
the culture and, of course, improving trade through the whole area. 
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